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Practice Sentences 

Reading these sentences aloud helps reinforce the vowel sounds in context. 

Short Vowel Sentences 

• Short A 
o The cat sat on a mat. 
o A bat can fan the air. 
o My dad had a big bag. 
o The man ran with a can. 
o Pat will nap on the lap. 

• Short E 
o The hen sat in her den. 
o Can you get the red pen? 
o Let's set the wet net. 
o Ted fed his pet. 
o Ten men met by the bed. 

• Short I 
o The pig did dig a big pit. 
o Fin has a tin bin. 
o Kit will sit and knit. 
o Dip the chip in the dip. 
o The kid hid the lid. 

• Short O 
o The dog got a hot dog. 
o Mom can mop the top. 
o The fox got in the box. 
o The cot has a dot. 
o Rob had a job to do. 

• Short U 
o The bug dug in the rug. 
o Bun and run in the sun. 
o Cut the nut in the hut. 
o The cub will rub the tub. 
o It was fun to hug the pug. 
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Long Vowel Sentences 

• Long A 
o The cake will bake in the oven. 
o We play all day in the sun. 
o The rain fell from the sky. 
o She can make a wish. 
o Don't be late for the date. 

• Long E 
o Can you see the bee on the tree? 
o We will eat the sweet treat. 
o I feel sleepy this week. 
o The team will meet on the field. 
o My baby is very happy. 

• Long I 
o I will ride my bike to the park. 
o The pie is mine, not yours. 
o The light was very bright at night. 
o Watch the fly fly in the sky. 
o It's time to write your name. 

• Long O 
o The boat will float on the road. 
o My nose is cold in the snow. 
o He will throw the bone to the dog. 
o Let's go home and have some toast. 
o The bowl is full of soap. 

• Long U 
o The cube is a huge shape. 
o The moon is full tonight. 
o I love the color blue. 
o She has a cute little puppy. 
o We will soon go to the pool. 

 

Making learning fun and interactive is the best way to help your child master vowel 
sounds. Here are some engaging tips and activities you can do at home:   
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Practice Tips & Activities for Parents 

1. Use Picture Flashcards: Create or use pre-made flashcards with pictures 
corresponding to the words above. For short vowels, use pictures like a cat, bed, 
pig. For long vowels, use cake, tree, bike.  

2. Read Aloud Together: As you read books, point to words that feature short or 
long vowel sounds and emphasize them. Ask your child, "What vowel sound do 
you hear in 'boat'?" or "Is the 'A' in 'apple' short or long?" 

3. Highlight Vowels: Grab some crayons or markers and a printed text. Have your 
child highlight the vowels in words, perhaps using one color for short vowels and 
another for long vowels. This visual cue helps them recognize patterns. 

4. Practice Word Families: Write word families (like -at, -et, -in, -ike) on a 
whiteboard, a large piece of paper, or even in a tray of sand or salt. Challenge 
your child to create as many words as they can for each family by adding a 
beginning consonant. 

5. Vowel Sound Sorting: Collect small objects or print out pictures that represent 
words with different vowel sounds (e.g., a toy frog, a picture of a train, a mug). 
Create designated "sorting bins" or areas for each short and long vowel sound, 
and have your child sort the items. 

6. "I Spy" Vowel Edition: Play "I Spy" by saying, "I spy with my little eye something 
that has a short 'A' sound" (e.g., lamp, bag). This helps them listen for the sounds 
in their environment. 

7. Vowel Scavenger Hunt: Give your child a list of short and long vowel sounds 
(e.g., "Find something with a long 'O' sound"). They then search around the 
house for objects whose names contain that sound (e.g., rope, bowl). 

8. Build-A-Word with Letter Tiles: Use magnetic letters, scrabble tiles, or even 
homemade letter cards. Call out a word, and have your child build it. Pay special 
attention to the vowel placement and how it influences the sound. 

9. Create a "Vowel Book": Have your child draw pictures of items that start with or 
contain different vowel sounds. Label each picture with the word, creating their 
own personalized vowel sound dictionary. 

10. Playdough Vowels: Encourage your child to form the letters of the vowels out of 
playdough. Then, form simple CVC words or words with long vowel patterns and 
pronounce them as they build. 

11. Sing Vowel Songs: Search online for educational songs about short and long 
vowel sounds. Music is a powerful tool for memorization and makes learning 
enjoyable. 

Remember, consistency and patience are key. Celebrate small victories and keep 
learning a positive and engaging experience for your child! 
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